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Greater interest and support has resulted in a new tagg ing r ecor d in 1966, 
with 735 striped marlin, 2d3 Pacific sailfish and 22 rooster f i sh being tagged . 
This far surpasses the 1965 effort when 438 striped marlin and 167 s ailf i sh 
were tagged. All indications are that 1967 will be another r ecor d-se tter for 
tagg ing. 

Along with the tagging record in 1966 goes the recovery record - - n ine 
ma r lin and one sailfish. In addition, two tags affixed by Ocean ic Re s earch 
Institute using Calif. Fish & Game tags were recovered. Th is make s a t otal of 
26 marlin and 2 sailfish recovered through 1966. The number of recover ies is 
related to the number of fish tagged. For increased recoveries mor e t a gg ing 
is needed, whic h in turn will result in additional i nfor ma t ion on marl i n and 
sailfish migration patterns in the eastern Pacific . 

Tagging and recovery information for striped marlin, s how i ng po i nts of 
t agging a nd recovery , will be found on the attac hed c hart . 

Though considerable additional information is needed to obtain a satis-
factory picture of marlin migration patterns in the eastern Pacifi c, the 
findings show a southward migration of fish from southern California, a 
southerly migration of some fish from the Cape area in the early summer, and 
two recoveries north of the Cape near Magdalena Bay from a tagging i n the Las 
Palrnas Bay and Mazat l an areas. These marlin migra t ed around the Cape and up 
t he we s t coast of Baja in the summer. 

Nine of the ten tags recovered in 1966 were returned by the Japa ne s e 
longline fl ee t which ts cooperating in the return of tags . Th is fleet remains 
ac tive i n the eastern Pacific and we may expect additional re cover ies t o be made 
by them in 1967. Many of the tags have been returned through t he i nterest and 
enthusiasm of Sr. Guillenno Adachi, Manz anillo, Col., Mexico. Sr. Adac h i, an 
active spor t f isherman and tagger of marlin and sailfish i n the Manzani ll o 
area , has assisted t he program by contacting t he Japanese long line rs about t a g 
recover ies when t hey dock at Manzanillo. 



CONSERVATION AWARDS 

Conse r vat i on awards a r e g i ven to a l l pe r s ons t agging fi s h that are la t er 
recove r ed a nd to t he per s on making t he re covery . At tached i s a list of 
r ecoveries r eceived dur ing 1966 . A conservat i on award has been made to t he 
persons lis ted. 

TAGGING EQU IPME NT 

A small, plas t i c , single barb dar t t ag (Type FT- lT) has been dist r i buted 
to loca t i ons ca t c hing pre dominant l y sail f ish . The double-barbed t ag (FM-60) 
used for s tr i ped marlin has proved satisfactor y ; however, f or small fish t he 
FT- lT t a g may pr ove to be a n lmpr ov~nent. 

Fish ing cente rs i n Mexico were visited in J anua r y 1967, and tagg i ng equip-
men t is now ava i lab l e a t the fo llowing l ocati ons; 

Baja Califor n i a 

Ranc ho Buena Vi s t a ( Co l. Eugene Wa lte r s ) 

Ba h ia de Pa l ma s (Jorge Exudero) 
P.ot e l Cabo San Lucas (Bud Parr , Car los Ungson ) 

Pa lm i l l a ( Bernie Barre ra ) 
Ha c ienda Cabo San Luca s (N i ck Alcedo) 

Las Cr uces ( Fernando Exude r o) 

West Coast Mex ico 

Guaymas , Son . 
Los Mochis, Sin. Tom Jamison 

(near Topolobampo ) cl o Mtram,'.\ r !\eac h , ot e 1 
Robe rto Ba lderama 
Sant a An t t a llo te 1 San CRrlos Ba y 

(near Guaymas )
Maza tl a n , Sin. Jimmy ll inojos

13 i 11 Ile tmpe 1 
Star Fleet Pue rt o Va l lar t a , J al. 

Al be r to Gome z 
Loui s Pa t r on t-lore 1 os 25)
f lo tn Indi a 

~.auzan tll o , Co l. 
Ernest o Cap pe l C. Lou t s Ca rci a Fl ee t 
Flota Bi bi 

San u la s , ~ayarit 
Mike Maxem in Sr . ~ebor Cordova D. 
Li ghthouse Flee t 
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When fishing with these fleet operators , before leaving port be sure to 
check with the manager to determi ne t hat tagg ing equipment is aboard . 

After tagg ing , please see that the tagg ing car d i s completed and returned 
to the Tiburon Mar ine Labora t ory . 

GENERAL 

There is a need t o expand research programs on t he l i fe h is tories, migra-
t i ons and popu lation dynam ics of these fi ne game fish. The west coast r. :-; . 
angler is for t unate t o have with i n easy access some of t he f inest b ig game 
f i s h i ng areas to be found anywhere in t he world. Thi s in turn i s t he bas is of 
a considerab le part of t he coast al tourism of l ower Ba ja and t he wes t coast ports 
of Mexico . 

The dynami cs of these important fish or size of popula t i on and t he range
of s tocks now being fished in the eastern Pacific in relat ion to what can be 
caught without endangering the existence of an established f i s her ies is not 
known . 

The cooperative game fish tagging program is one very impor tant part of 
a lar ger research effort needed to develop the necessary f acts t o deal at an 
international level and to devise adequate conservation progr ams - - pr ograms 
that will insure for the fishermen of all nationalities a susta ining y ield of 
marlin and sailfish in the eastern Pacific. 

To a l l fisherme n and crewmen, we wish to thank you for your f i ne cooperation 
in 1966 and wish to you t he best of big game f i s hing for 1967. 

Horace WitherspoonGerald B. Talbot, Director International Game Fish Associat i on Tiburon Marine Laboratory 
o. 4645 Fair field Drive P. Box 98 Corona Del Mar, Cali for n ia 92625 Be lvedere-Tiburon, California 94920 

ATTE NTION - Please examine a l l fish caught for t ags prev ious l y a f fixed . t h 
is es pec ially important for fish be ing r e leased . is 
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