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To all participants:

Last year was the all-time high year for numbers of game fish tagged in
the Pacific by the Cooperative Marine Game Fish Tagging Program (see Figure 1).
A total of 2,040 fish was tagged, an increase of 769 fish over last year,
which marked the low point in a two-year decline from the previous peak year
of 1967 when 1,829 fish were tagged. Record numbers of all major big game
species were tagged, except striped marlin. The numbers of striped marlin
tagged did not attain the tagging level of the peak year of 1967 despite the
increased overall interest in tagging. This suggests a possible lower abun-
dance of striped marlin in the marine game fishing areas. There was an
increasing interest in tagging small fish.

Last year also produced a record number of recaptured fish, mostly
striped marlin and roosterfish. Twenty-five tags were returned--12 from
striped marlin, 10 from roosterfish, and one each from black marlin, sailfish,

and dolphin.

The roosterfish returns showed local movements of only a few miles.
The sailfish and dolphin were among those returns for which tagging cards have
not been returned. The black marlin was recaptured in the Coral Sea after a
Tull year at large only a short distance north of where it was tagged off
Cairns, Queensland, Australia. Eight of the striped marlin returns had cards,
and their movements are shown in the lower panel of Figure 2. From the Cape
region the three eastward movements were made in the late winter ?nd early
spring; the three southward to southwestward movements were made in the summer,
and the northwestward movement to the Magdalena Bay region was made in the
early fall. The fish from Mazatlan was out only fiye days in January. The
upper panel of Figure 2. shows the movements of striped marlin to date that

were greater than 500 miles.

For eight of these recaptured fish (30%) we have not received the tagging
cards and, therefore, have no idea where or when the fish were tagg?d. To date
we have a total of 19 returns without cards. Since only about one in a hundred
fish is ever recaptured, these 19 recaptures without cards must represent about



1,900 outstanding cards. We, therefore, urge all of you to plesse look

. i on as
around for tagging cards you forgot to 9311 and sgnd theT Z:vaZaigholders
Nineteen Conservation Certificates await the luck .

ossible. i
Searly a year's worth of results will be added just by the return of these

cards.
j i began an
Last November, the Thomas and Margaret Gardiner foundat19n )
i 1s and their boat captains (Mexican Nationals
only) in ihe Cape reston ot Bes This contest has the full

only) in the Cape region of Baja California. 5 t
support and cooperation of the Cooperative Game Fish Tagging Program and

Department of Tourism - Mexico. We hope that this contest will.incre§se‘the
number of tagged fish by providing a monetary award for the Mexican fishing

captains., First awards will be made in June 1971.

So far most of the billfish have been tagged in the Cape region of
Baja-California and at Mazatlan. We hope in the future that anglers in 9ther
areas such as Guaymas, Puerto Vallarta, Acapulco, Panama, Ecuador, Tahiti,

and southern California will accept the challenge and increase the numb?rs of
fish tagged in these locations. The recent activity at Cairns, Australia has

already produced results and is greatly appreciated.

For the coming year we are planning to convert to a new metal-barbed tag
(H-Tag) after using up the plastic ones (FM-67). These tags have proved as
good as the plastic tags and in several ways will be simpler to handle. In
the future we are also planning to emphasize the tagging of yellowtail in the
Gulf of California. The new tag can be used for yellowtail as well as for

billfish.
Thanks to all of you who helped make this a record year.

GOOD LUCK AND GOOD FISHING!
Sincerely yours,

q" [t W

ames L. Squire, J
Acting Director

NOTE--Please fill out the attached Angler Report and return it in the self-
is report is to obtain an annual measure

addressed envelope. The purpose of th

of ?ishing (catch compared to effort) for striped marlin and Pacific sailfish
and other billfish species in the Pacific. Data currently available from
resorts concerning the number of anglers and their catch are difficult, and in
most cases impossible, to obtain. Conservation research requires that an
accurate measure of catch and effort (catch per angler day) be obtained. We

do get these data for the foreign longline fishery, however, we lack reliable

continuing data for the sport fishery. In the 1970 tagging report (Feb. 19?0)
we requested the same information for year 1969 from the 1,560 anglers tagginé
billfish and other species, and we appreciated your response. This continuing
project to obtain catch data will give us reliable information for use in

conservation negotations. Please return the report form as soon as possible:
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