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February 1972 

TO ALL TAGGING PARTICIPANTS: 

Through your cooperation, a total of 2,412 marine game fish was tagged 
and released in the Pacific during 1971. This is a 15% increase over the 2,040 
fish tagged in 1970, an all-time high for numbers of game fish tagged in a calen-
dar year. OUr files show that 1, 066 individual anglers tagged one or more fish 
each in 1971. 

The l evel of your effort in tagging billfish and other game fish species is 
indicated in figure 1. A major increase in tagging striped marlin was experienced, 
from slightly less than 1,000 fish in 1970, to over 1,400 in 1971. The numbers of 
sailfish tagged declined slightly and a considerable decline was shown in the number 
of roosterfish tagged. Apparently the interest and increased success in catching and 
tagging striped marlin in the vicinity of the tip of Baja Califor nia, Mexico, diverted 
some of the interest from the other smaller game species, such as roosterfish that 
are commonly taken in that area. A considerable increase in tagging black marlin 
is apparent ; 130 were tagged in 1970, and 235 in 1971. This increase .is due to the 
interest of marine garn~ fish anglers fishing from the port of Cairns and other lo-
cations along the Queensland coas t of Australia. 

In spite of the excellent cooperation in tagging , the number of tag returns of 
recaptured marlin was down. Nor mally we expect about a 1% return of tagged 
marlin; however, in 1971, the number of returns was much below the e:xpected fig-
ure. During the firs t month of l!l72 two s t.r iped marlin tags from fis h tagged la8t 
summer (1971) were recovered, so we n.ro hopeful the return rate will increase. 



2 

As yo~ w~l note on the Recovery Data list, most of the tagged billfish 
were caught m mid-1970. Since the Japanese longliners are normally away 
from Japan for extended periods of time, the Japanese fishery laboratories are 
usually not able to advise us of tag r ecoveries for many months after actual 
capture. 

_ The Recovery Data list is a report of all tagged fish recaptured during the 
period 1969-1971, that have not been previously reported. It had been our practice 
in the past to give only the billfish recovery data. However, since we have a number 
of recover~es of such species as roosterfish and many of you have tagged this and 
other species about the tip of Baja California, all recoveries are listed in the Re-
covery Data list. 

A number of recoveries lack information on the tagger, location of tagging 
and date. Again we would like to emphasize the importance of returning the tagging 
card to the National Marine Fisheries Service. Please search your tackle supplies 
and other likely locations for un-returned tag cards. 

To increase the potential for recoveries of tagged billfish we are taking steps 
to re-advise the Japanese longline fleet of tagged marlin and sailfish in the Pacific 
and to request that they continue their cooperation by returning tags. Japanese fisher-
men have in the past cooperated by returning tags and they are the major source of 
returns for marlin. 

In the summer of 1971, a change was made in the type of tag used. Formerly 
we used the type FM-67, a double barbed nylon head with yellow polyethyelene tubing. 
This t ag i s being r eplaced by the newer type "H11 tag. This tag has a metal head with 
a monofila.ment core with an out side cover of yellow polyethyelene tubing. It has 
s everal advantages over the old FM-67 tag; the tagging applicators are much easier 
to construct , and the tag is negatively buoyant so if lost overboard it will s ink and not 
be washe d ashore. T he success of the "H" tag for obtaining recoveries for billfish 
and tunas in the North Atlantic is well established, and it should be a more useful tag 
than the previous ly-used FM-67. 

A new marine game fish t agging brochure was issued in 1971 by the National 
Marine F is her ies Service. The bt'ochure describes the object ives and progress of 
the game fish t agging program over the past years. It also illustrates the types of 
tagging e quipment and their use, and outlines on a single c~art an est ima~e of _the 
major movements of striped marlin aboui the area off the tip of Baja Cal1forma, 
Mexico, a s determined by the tagging program. 

In late December the responsibility for the Cooperative Marine Game Fish 
, . . Pr a m was transfer red from the National Marine Fisheries Service 's 

Taf,g-ing i • ogr alif · Th ail . ddr hp · .. ies Laboratory Tiburon, C orma. em mg a ess 1.or & t er'T iburon l S 1 1e r . ' 

progr a m is now: 
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National Marine Fisheries Service 
Southwest Fisheries Center 
P.O. Box 271 
La Jolla, California 92037 

held froC: ::::~~;11l~~~i.sherm~ is the Intern~~onal Billfish Symposium to be 
Service will b , , at Kailua-Kona, Hawau. The National Marine Fisheries 

. e the primary sponsor of this 3-day Symposium which will be held at the 
sa.:ne 1.ocation and at the same time as the Hawaiian Int.ernational Billfish Tournament 
s;ientists ~om ~ound the world having an interest in billflsh biology and other aspec;., 
0 re~earc on this resource will be present. This marks the first time an int.ernational. 
meeting has been devoted exclusively to examining the progress in billfish biology and 
the status of the worldwide resource. 

. ~lers are invited to attend the Symposium which will discuss the identifi-
cation, life history, distribution, migration and status of the world billfish resource. 
on the final day, Saturday, August 12, 1972, there will be a sportsman-scientist 
panel which will review the important problems facing the bill.fish resources through-
out the world and how they might be solved. 

For additional information on the Symposium contact: 

International Billfish Symposium 
Tiburon Fisheries Laboratory 
P. 0. Box 98 
Tiburon, California 94920 

At this Symposium, a paper will be given reviewing the results of tagging billfish in 
the Pacific over the past years, and at the time of our next annual report we hope to 
be able to send a copy to you. The Proceedings of the Symposium will eventually be 
published by the National Marine Fisheries Service. 

In June 1971, the first awards of the Gardiner Folllldation Award Program 
for tagging the greatest number of marlin and sailfish were made to Mexican sport 
boat captains in two areas at the tip of Baja California. The awards are made pos-
sible by the Thomas and Margaret Gardiner Foundation Award Program of Oakland, 
California. First, second, and third place awards are given in the two contest areas. 
Engraved plaques were given to the three winners in each award area in addition to 
the $100. 00 (U.S.) first, $50. 00 second, and $25. 00 third prizes. The resort hotel 
that is the home port of the first place winner in each area is also awarded a plaque. 
The winners for the first period were: 
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Region A -- (east coast of the tip of Baja, north to La Paz) 

1. Jesus Araiza Ruiz - Rancho Buena Vista 
2. Jose Verdugo Ruiz - Rancho Buena Vista 
3. Filomeno Lucero Lucero - n.ancho Buena Vista 
4. Hotel award - Rancho Buena Vista 

Region B -- (southern coast of the tip of Baja) 

1. Pablo Cesena Aripez - Hotel Caho San Lucas 
2. Manuel Camacho - Hotel Palmilla 
3. Javier Abaroa Martinez - Camino Real Caoo San Lucas 
4. Hotel award - Hotel Caho San Lucas 

The contest is held annually and the records are maintained at the Southwest 
Fisheries Center from information on the boat captain as recorded on the tagging 
cards. Be sure the captain has his name on the tagging card so he may receive 
proper credit. The next awards will be made in June 1972, for the period June 1971 
to Jlllle 1972. 

Enclosed you will find a postcard for your response to the annual billfish 
anglers survey. This is the third year we have requested that you recall, honestly 
and to the best of your ability , the number of days of billfishing and your catches of 
marlin and sailfish during 1971 ONLY. The information derived from our mailing 
list of over 2,000 billfish anglers will enable us to obtain data on the average catch 
per day of marlin and sailfish in the various fishing areas (numbers of days fishing/ 
numbers of billfish caught). Accurate r ecords are needed. for spor t-caught billfishes 
to examine the effect fishing is having on the billfish resource (both sport and com-
mercial). Prior to the start of this survey in 1969 only rough estimates were avail-
able, and your cooperation in completing the postcard accurately will be of assistance 
to us. The card also indicates t.o us whether or not you wish to r emain on the mailing 
list for this annual r eport. Please do not forget to complete this form. 

All major resor t s about the tip of Baja California have tagging equipment aa 
do the sport fishing operators and game fishing clubs at Mazatlan, Manzanillo, 
Acapulco, and at other locations such as Salinas, Ecuador; Pinas Bay, Panama; 
Honolulu and Kona, Hawaii ; Tahiti; and Cairns, Australia. We have just returned 
from a visit to the tip of Baja California and Mazatlan, to check the progress of 
tagging and to furnish equipment to the resorts there. 
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Tagging equipment is available at the Southwest Fisheries Center, La Jolla, 
california (phone 714, 453-2820, ext. 335) and in the Los Angeles area (Mr. Horace 
Witherspoon, 4645 Fairfield Drive, C.Orona del Mar, California 92625, phone 714, 
673-6310). 

To the 1, 066 individual anglers who tagged a record number of fish in 1he 
Pacific in 1971, the National Marine Fisheries Service thanks you for your efforts, 
and appreciates your continued interest and cooperation. 

Good fishing ! 

Sincerely yours, 

.0 ..... 
J s L.~~ 
Fishery Biologist (Research) 
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