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MARCH 1975
TO ALL TAGGING PARTICIPANTS

During calendar year 1974 the number of fish reported tagged was more than
double the 1973 amount for a total of 1,697 fish tagged and released. Bill-
fish accounted for a high percentage of the fish tagged, totaling 1,616 or
95.2% of the total number. The 1974 billfish tagging record is much im-
proved over the 1973 record when only 747 billfish were tagged out of a
total of 858 fish tagged.

Of the total number of billfish tagged, striped marlin accounted for 818,
black marlin 577, sailfish 194, and blue marlin 27.

The tagging results are again approaching the 1972 all-time record high

of 2,040 fish tagged, and we hope this trend will continue in 1975, for only
through your cooperation and individual effort can the seasonal migration
patterns of billfish and other pelagic big game fish be determined.

A breakdown of the tagging by species and area is as follows:
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Black Marlin Cairns, Australia 574
Baja California, Mexico 3
Blue Marlin Baja California, Mexico 22
Hawaii, U.S.A. 5
Sailfish Baja California, Mexico 120
Guaymas, Mexico 27
Mazatlan, Mexico 14
Panama 29
Australia 4

Two species, common to the Gulf of California and about the lower tip

of Baja Ca11forn!a, Mexico, which we have requested assistance in tagging,
are the roosterf1sh and yellowtail. 1In 1974 a total of 13 roosterfish
and 14 yellowtail were tagged. The tag now in use ("H" type) appears

to be suitable for use on both these species giving a high rate of return
for both. We hopg anglers fishing the tip and the Gulf will continue

to tag these species. A total of 10 giant black seabass were tagged
about Fhe Southern California islands by scuba divers as part of a co-
operative effort between the California Department of Fish and Game,
National Marine Fisheries Service, and Southern California sport diving

organizations.

In addition to the above, anglers reported tagging white sturgeon (San
Francisco Bay), grouper, bonito, dolphin, shark, skipjack tuna, yellow-
fin tuna, and a "flowery cod" (Australia). There are odd ones every
year, for in 1973, two whale sharks were reported tagged and this year
one billfish angler in Australia reported accidently tagging himself.

RECOVERIES

Bil1fish recoveries are as important as the initial tagging, and without
them the cooperative program would be futile. 1In 1974 we had the same
number of tags returned as in 1973, however, the proportion of b]11f1sh
tags recovered increased, for black marlin tagged off Australia in par-
ticular. The 1973 record of recoveries was the highest on_record o)
the 1974 record of 35 recoveries by sport and commercial fishermen can

be regarded as very good.
Excellent cooperation in informing the Japanese lTongline fishing fleet
s has been given by the Far

of our interest in recovering billfish ta?
Seas Research Laboratory (Dr. Susume Kume) and the Kanogawa Prefectural



Experimenp Station, Kanagawa Pref., Japan (Dr. Eiji Hanamoto). The two
laboratories have been acting as tag recovery points in Japan, and their

fishermen are becoming more aware of where to send billfish tags, so the
recovery rate should continue to increase.

For bi]lfish, b]acg marlin lead the recovery list with 15, striped marlin
second with 10, sailfish and blue marlin, one each. Other species re-

covered were black seabass (2), yellowtail (1), yellowfin tuna (1), and
roosterfish (4). Information on 1974 tag returns may be found in Table 1.

BILLFISH SYMPOSIUM INFORMATION

In the 1973 report I advised those who wished to have further information
on the publication,"Proceedings of the International Billfish Symposium"
held in Kona, Hawaii, August 1972 to indicate your interest on the Billfish
Angler Survey Report. Many of you did, and should have received informa-
tion from me on how to obtain a copy. Copies of this 335-page report on

the worldwide resource of billfishes can be obtained from the Superintendent
of Documents, U.S. Government Printing Office, Washington, D.C. 20402.

The title is: NOAA Technical Report, NMFS-SSRF-675, Proceedings of the

%nternationa1 Billfish Symposium, Part 2 (stock no. 0320-00083), price:
3.95.

ANNUAL BILLFISH ANGLER SURVEY - For 1974

Enclosed you will find a form for the annual Billfish Angler Survey. The
results of the surveys conducted 1969 to 1973 are given on page 4.

The Billfish Angler Survey assists us in determining the catch trend of
sport bil1fishing in the Pacific, and without your assistance in complet-
ing the survey form, little information would be available in determining
the impact of commercial and sport fisheries on the success of sportfishing.
The 1974 Survey is being expanded to cover most of the billfish anglers
fishing the Pacific through the cooperation of the International Game

Fish Association. The Billfish Angler Survey form is being distributed

to all big game fishing clubs in the Pacific by the IGFA, and to locations
about the Atlantic for use by members that might fish the Pacific.

In completing the Billfish Angler Survey form, you will note some changes

from the 1973 form. More countries and fishing locations have been added,
and the catch and effort reporting has been broken into quarterly periods.

Again, I stress that we would like to have an honest, accurate-as-possible
response from you for the number of days in each quarter you went billfish-
ing and the number of billfish caught (boated or released) by quarter. If
you fished and cadght a billfish, or more, great. However, if you didn't,
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please enter the negative information as zero catch,
is just as important in the calculation of catch/effo
it is not as rewarding to you personally.

as this information
rt levels, though

Please complete only one form per angler.

U.S. Government regulations require periodic revision of our mailing list
for annual tagging reports, so if you wish to receive the reports, return
the angler card with your name and a note (no bil1fishing 1974) and your
name will be retained on the list. Those individuals fjshing and return-
ing the survey form will automatically remain on the mailing list.

We hope the 1975 season will be the best ever for you.

Good fishing,

,_....\‘
/

ery Biologist (Resear
Southwest Fisheries Center
La Jolla, California, U.S.A.

P.S. Please send in the tag cards after use, there are too many "unknowns"
in the recovery records.

SOUTHWEST FISHERIES CENTER
ADMINISTRATIVE REPORT NO. LJ-75-55
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