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A STATEMENT FOR INCLUSION IN THE FAR SEAS
FISHERIES RESEARCH LABORATORY 10TH ANNIVERSARY
SPECIAL EDITION OF THEIR LABORATORY NEWSLETTER

(to appear in Japanese)

THE FAR SEAS FISHERIES RESEARCH LABORATORY AND I--RECOLLECTIONS ON
TUNA RESEARCH

By

Tamio Otsu
Southwest Fisheries Center
National Marine Fisheries Service
Honolulu Laboratory
Honolulu, Hawaii

My career in fishery biology at the Honolulu Laboratory began
in 1950. It is interesting to look back on the many years that have
passed since, and to see how closely my career has been tied in with
the Far Seas Fisheries Research Laboratory (formerly Nankai Regional
Fisheries Research Laboratory).

From the very beginning of my career in studying tunas, I began
to rely to a large degree on published reports from the Nankai
Laboratory in Kochi, Japan. Many names became very familiar to me
from studying the various publications from the Laboratory: Yabe,
Yukinawa, Watanabe, Ueyanagi, Honma, Kamimura, Kikawa, Nakamura, Suda,
Shingu, Yamanaka Hajime, Yamanaka Ichiro, Yabuta, Mimura, etc. After
acquainting myself with available information on tuna biology and
tuna distribution, I was assigned to go to Japan in 1951 to serve as
an observer on a Japanese tuna mothership (No. 3 Tenyo Maru of the

Taiyo Fishing Company) which accompanied a fleet of 16 catcher vessels

to waters of the U.S. Trust Territory on a tuna fishing expedition. I




2

went as a representative of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
(presently the National Marine Fisheries Service), the U.S. Navy, and
the High Commissioner of the U.S. Trust Territory. My primary mission
was to collect tuna catch and effort data and other biological
information. It was my very first visit to Japan, and I must admit,

a most thrilling experience. At that time my only claim to Japan was
that I was of Japanese extraction; my grandparents had emigrated to
Hawaii from Kumamoto Prefecture many years ago. It was a wonderful

new experience working among Japanese officers and crews of the
mothership and the catcher vessels, struggling to speak Japanese and
acquainting myself with Japanese customs. I still have beautiful
memories of this first excursion to Japan. That was a long time ago.

Upon returning to Hawaii after the 4-1/2 month trip, most of

which was unfortunately spent at sea, I resumed my studies and continued
reading reports originating from the Nankai Laboratory. In 1960 I
visited the Nankai Laboratory for the first time, for the purpose of
discussing with Dr. Hiroshi Nakamura and his staff, a cooperative North
Pacific albacore study. It was then that I had the pleasure of meeting
.the entire staff of the Nankai Laboratory. I was impressed by the
young and energetic staff and for the first time I was able to
associate faces with the many familiar names. After my return to
Honolulu I continued to nurture the friendships I had developed with
the Nankai Laboratory staff through correspondence, and later met
several of them again at the Honolulu Tuna Biology Conference in 1961
and again at the FAO World Scientific Meeting on the Biology of Tunas

and Related Species held in La Jolla in 1962. By this time, it was
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very clear to me and my colleagues that much of the important con-
tributions to the knowledge of tuna biology and distribution originated
from studies conducted by scientists of the Nankai Laboratory. My
relationship with the staff of that Laboratory grew closer and closer
over the years. 1In a real sense, though separated geographically, I
have grown up together with most of the tuna scientists who are now
at the Far Seas Laboratory in Shimizu.

Another experience I shall never forget is when my work on
albacore took me to Japan for a 6-month visit to the Nankai Laboratory.
This was in 1964, the year of the Tokyo Olympics. On this trip I was
accompanied by my wife and two daughters. We rented a house in the
outskirts of Kochi City at Mama, and my two children attended Kochi
Elementary School. My wife made many friends, particularly in the
city's supermarkets and shops, while my children were treated very
well by their classmates. The staff of the Nankai Laboratory, and
their families, did everything possible to make our stay in Kochi
comfortable and to help me get my work done at the Laboratory. I
frequently look at the photographs showing the large numbers of people
who came to see us off at the train station on the day of our departure.
We also treasure a tape recording in which everyone in our two children’'s
classes, including the teachers and principal, recorded their farewell
messages. These remembrances tie in very intimately with the deep
feelings I have for the people of the Nankai Laboratory.

The relationship between the Far Seas Laboratory and the Honélulu

Laboratory has remained very close over these many years. We have been
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able to work together on cooperative projects; we have essentially
established a "sister laboratory" relationship, though on an informal
basis. This is perhaps a natural development, since our laboratories
have worked on common problems, of wmutual interest and benefit. T am
happy that I have been able to serve in the role of "liaison" between
our laboratories in helping to develop and to maintain such a close
working relationship. There certainly is no denying the fact that a
great bond has developed between our two laboratories. I believe that
the Far Seas Laboratory has established itself as one of the leading
tuna laboratories in the world. We hope that the Honolulu Laboratory
is held in equally high esteem by our colleagues in this field.

Many of my Japanese friends have remarked that "Mr. Otsu thinks
Japanese, and understands the Japanese people, and therefore it is
easy to relate to him." This makes me very happy. Nothing could
possibly make me happier than to be regarded in this manner. I have
studied Japanese and things Japanese in order to be able to serve a
useful purpose in Hawaii and in our relationship with the Japanese.
From your many comments, I must assume that I have achieved some
measure of success in this area. Through a fine nucleus of friends
at the Far Seas Laboratory, I have enlarged my circle of friends
throughout Japan, not only with those related to work on tunas, but
to other fisheries as well, and today, I am able to visit nearly
everywhere in Japan and expect to meet some old friends.

As T approach the end of my career with the Honolulu Laboratory,

I can look back and appreciate everything you at the Far Seas
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Laboratory have done for me to make my work in Hawaii more meaningful
and useful. We have gone through many changes, many reorganizations,
just as you have. I have seen your Laboratory go through a succession
of directors: Nakamura, Takashiba, Yabe, Kibezaki, and Fukuda. My
deep feeling of friendship and regard for you has remained unaltered
through all these changes. I thank you very much for inviting me to
express my thoughts and feelings to you in your special 10th
Anniversary Edition of the Enyo Newsletter.

I am proud that many of my Japanese friends have labeled me a
"Junsui no Nippon-Jin.'" What greater compliment can I expect?
Thank you very much. I look forward to many more productive years
for the Far Seas Laboratory and to continued close relationship with

the Honolulu Laboratory.






