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I ~ I 3 y q e ~  KOCTHLIfi CKeJIeT rOJIOBbI 3 M 6 p M O H O B  CJIeAyIolrIMX BMAOB: Sf. at. 
tenirain - 9 8 8  (98, 125, 155, 203, 260, 310, 320, 405, 505) ', 2 9 9 (635, 
8 7 0 ' ) ;  St. fongirosris-55dd (95, 205, 390, 518), 2 9 9 (209, 728); 
D. delpliis - 3 p p (280, 360, 498) ; 0. orca - 0 (180), d (1530). 
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T H E  h lAIN FEATURES OF THE SKULL FORi\\ATION IN DOLPHINS (CETXCEX) 
DURING TIIE PRENATAL PERIOD 

A. A. K L I Z ’ M I N .  W. F. P E R R I N  

Pacific Research Institute of Fisheries and Oceanography (I’lariiaostok) 
and Soiillizest Fisheries Center ( L a  Jo f fa ,  Caliiornia, U S A )  

S u m m a r y  
The data are provided on skull formation in the killer whale, common dolphin, spotted 

dolphin and long-snout dolphin during the prenatal period. A marked similarity in the 
skul l  development of these species serves a s  one more evidence of the previously forwarded 
suggestion on monophyletic oriqin of toothed Xvhales. The formation of skul l  vault bones 
in dolphins and sperm whale is subject to individual and interspecific variation and is 
similar with that in the Theromorpha. The origin and formation of the mentomeckelian 
bone is first described in detail lor tlic toothed \\..hales. The problem oi homologization of 
the sku l l  v a u l t  bones in the toothed tvllales is discussed. 




