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HIGHLIGHTS 

• As a result of the El Nino of 1983 catch rates off Baja California and 
southern California changed substantially.

• Anglers tagged 198 striped marl in off southern Cal 1fornia in 1984, a 
decrease from 225 1n the El Niffo year of 1983.

• Tagging of blue marlin increased for the Hawaiian Island area. 
• A striped marlin tagged off southern California in 1983 was recovered 

262 days later near the i sland of Maui .
A world di stance record for a tagged b1llfi sh was set when a Japanese
longliner recaptured a black marlin north of New Zealand that had been 
tagged off Cabo San Lucas Baja California, Mexi co, in January 1983. 



1985 BILLFISH NEWSLETTER 

In past years the major topic of 
this Newsletter was the results of the 
Cooperative Marine Game Fish Tagging 
Program and the Pacific Billffsh Angler 
Survey. This year we have added a brief 
review of the trend in billfish catches 
w o r 1 d w f de, an d from th e Pac i f i c Ocean • 
This addition should be of interest to 
bill fish anglers because the trend in 
catches may be related to the success 
the angler has in catching billfish. 

WORLD TREND IN BILLFISH CATCHES 

The worldwide catch of billfish and 
other species of fish and shellfish is 
recorded annually by the United Nations 
Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO). 
These catch records are published by 
FAO, and the most recent summary 
includes catches through 1982. 

The world commercial production of 
billfish appears to be holding steady at 
a catch level of 94,000 to 97,000 metric 
tons. This figure is near the previous 
high recorded in 1965 of 115,000 metric 
tons. Figure 1 gives the trend of 
billffsh catches worldwide as compiled 
by F.A.O., 1961- 1982. 
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Fig ure 1. World bfllffsh catch, 1961-
1982. 

The major commercial catches of 
bf l l fi sh are made using longline and, to 
a lesser extent, drift gill net fishing 
gear. When bfllfish are landed aboard 
the fishing vessel they are usually 
partially processed. They may have 
their bi 11 removed for easier storage, 
and the gills and internal organs are 
removed. This reduces the bi 11 fish 
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weight by about 20% depending on the 
species and size of bi l lfish. Thus, the 
reported total weight (landing weight) 
is less than the total round weight, or 
the original weight, of the fish. To 
determine the total wef ght, catch 
figures must be multi pl fed by 1.2. For 
example, the 94,000 metric tons of 
billffsh landed in 1982 when adjusted to 
catch or round weight, would equal about 
112,800 metric tons. 

Although the total world 
production of bi 11 fish has held 
relatively steady there has been 
considerable variation in catch in some 
of the fishing areas. Tota 1 Paci fie 
catches (Figure 2) show an overall trend 
similar to the trend observed for world 
catches because the Pacific Ocean is one 
of the major contributors to the world's 
total. 
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Figure 2. Trend s of Paci f ic Ocea n 
catch, striped, blue, an d black marli n, 
sailfl s h a nd shortbilled s pearf ish, 
1960-1982 . 

Sin ce 1975, Pac i fic bi ll fish catches 
have remained rel ati vely steady wi th the 
except ion of the c atc h of Pacific 
saf l ffsh. Thi s species showed a 
considerab l e dec li ne in total catch 
after 1975; however,1982 catches are 
about at t he same level as catches 
before 1975. Substantial declines in 
catch were recorded in the mid-1960's 
for striped marlin and in the early 
1 97 0 's f o r b 1 u e ma r 1 1 n • B 1 u e ma r l i n 
catches have increased slightly to about 
18.5 thousand metric tons in 1982. 
Total catches of black marlin and 
swordfish catches have remained steady; 
1982 catches of swordfish were 16,000 
and black marl 1n were 3,000 metric tons. 



Of particular interest to U.S. 
anglers that fish in the eastern 
Pacific 1s the trend in catch for 
stri~ed marlin and sailfish. These 
species became target species for the 
longline fishery starting in the early 
1960's. The longl ine fishery off Baja 
California was targeted (and still is) 
on striped marlin and swordfish. Off 
the central west coast of Mexico south 
to Central America large catches of 
sailfish were made in the m1d-1960's. 
Catches of striped marlin in the eastern 
central Pacific peaked in 1965 (Figure 
3) at about 16.8 thousand metric tons 
(as reported by F.A.0.). 
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Figure 3. Eastern Paci fie catch of 
striped marlin and sailfish 1964-19~2. 

Catches declined rapidly until about 
1972, and 1982 catches were about 4.3 
thousand metric tons. Sailfish catches 
peaked in 1965 at about 9.5 thousand 
metric tons, and they declined to a 1982 
catch of 2,500 metric tons. 

Total catch is important in 
evaluating general production and its 
trend over time. However, the trend of 
the amount of catch in relation tco tth~ 

t f f1 sh 1ng effort ca c recorded amoun ° it effort [CPUEJ) is 
rate or tga;~hfr:~n~ fn evaluating the 
more s source than is the thcondition of e re al catch of a 
total catch. To\ be affected by 
commercial fi sheiry mchanges in fishing 

th r econom cs, d wea e, d distribution and abun ance 
effort, an The measure of CPUE is 
of the resource. l ways In analysis 

1 ted in severa • th calcu a lining operations e 1 of commercial ong n numbers of ffsh or 
CPUE is expressed i 1 000 hooks fished, 
weight of catch per , 
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or 10,000 hooks fished. In the 
recreational fishery for billfish, CPUE 
is usually expressed as catch per hour, 
or catch per angler day or boat day. 
Although the trend of total catch (see 
Figure 1) may decrease, the catch rate 
may remain stable due to a reduction in 
fishing effort. Conversely the catches 
could increase due to increasing effort. 

The Pacific Billfish Angler Survey 
attempts to determine the trend of the 
catch rate for billfish anglers, and 
provides a rough measure of the trends 
in billfish abundance in the fishing 
area. In some areas of the Pacific both 
recreational and commercial catch rate 
data are available and trends of each 
can be evaluated to determine if they 
are correlated. If they are correlated, 
the fisheries may be affecting one 
another. An example of this is the 
downward catch rate trend in the 1960's 
and 197 O's of both the comm ere i al 
longline and the recreational fishery 
for striped marl in off the southern tip 
of the Baja California, Mexico 
peninsula. During the past five years 
both catches and catch rates appear to 
be stable at about 0.5 to 0.7 fish 
(striped marlin) per day in the 
recreational fishery and about 1.0 fish 
(striped marl in) per 1,000 hooks ff shed 
by the commercial longl ine ff shery. 

An increase or decrease in effort, 
or changes in distribution and abundan~e 
can cause increases or decreases in 
catch. Thus, total catch by itself may 
not be an accurate representation of the 
status of the resource. 

RESULTS OF THE 1983 PACIFIC BILLFISH 
ANGLER SURVEY 

B1JJf1sb anglers wbo t1sbed 1n the 
f.A~li1.c.-1n_l2a! are requested to 
complete the enclosed postcard giving 
the number of days they 1nd1y1dually 
fished for billf1sh by quarter of the 
year, and the number of b1llfish caught 
(landed or released) by quarter. If 
additional forms for the 1984 survey are 
needed for clubs or individuals, please 
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write the Southwest Fisheries Center,
the International Game Fish Association, 
or the Pacific Gamefish Foundation. 

Postage for the survey card is 
prepaid with in the U.S.A. To reduce the 
postage cost to billf1sh anglers outside 
the U.S., ft is suggested that fishing
clubs mail angler survey forms in bulk. 

This is the only international 
survey conducted to collect angler catch 
data to determine trends in angler
billfish catch and effort. The survey
data reflect the responses of the 
individual anglers and, over the years, 
we have stressed the need for accurate,
unbiased reporting of catch-and-effort. 
The survey is only as val id as the data 
gfven by the cooperating anglers that 
participate. The survey is not a survey
to determine which area has the highest
catch rate, but to obtain a truthful 
measure of the bfllfish angler's success 
rate, or the trend of the catch rate 
over time. Please complete only one 
form per angler for any billfishing in
1984 only. 

Catch and effort fnformatfon for 
the 1ast 20 yea rs of 1ongl i ne fleet 
operations fishing for billfish in the-
Pacffic fs available. However, 
information on the trend of catch rates 
in the recreational billfish fishery in 
the Pacific has been available from the 
NM F S since l 96 9. Many c 1u b and 
charterboat operators have maintained 
records of catch, but only in some 
isolated cases is there any information 
on the amount of effort involved in the 
catching of marlin and sailfish. 

In 1969 the Pacfffc Billfish Angler
Survey was started by the U.S. Fi sh and 
Wildlife Service's Tiburon Marin e 
Laboratory (now part of the National 
Marine Fisheries Service) and the Survey
has been conducted annually since. Its 
purpose is to determine the trend in 
billffsh catch per angler day for 
various locations throughout the 
Pac ific. The information derived from 

this survey is summarized b 
geographical areas and species caugh/
and is available to anyone interested ~ 
the trend of billfish fishing. These 1
data have been used by Governments and 
organizations in de~eloping management
plans for the billfish fisheries. 

The trend of the an g1er' s bfl l f 1sh 
catch rate as determined by the Surve 
for the important recreational fishfn: 
areas throughout the Pacific is of 
primary interest to the marine angle-r
and to the ff shery researcher who is 
working on determining the status of the 
several species of billfish. In some 
f nstances the survey has allowed 
researchers to measure the impact of the 
commercial longline fishery on the 
recreational fishery, both of which fish 
a common resource base. An example of 
this is the commercial and recreational 
fisheries about the southern tip of Baja
California, Mexico. 

-RESULTS 

The catch and effort data given by
bfllffsh anglers are combined by 
qua rte rs of the year and then catch per
unit effort (CPUE) is calculated. In 
the case of this Survey the CPUE is 
calculated in terms of "fish per day"
and "days per fish." The CPUE is an 
average rate of all billfish anglers who 
have responded to the survey. It does 
not necessarily represent the catch rate 
at any one peak catch period. Because 
the catch rate is an average, some 
anglers caught less and some caught 
more. The catch rate s may vary
according to the availability and 
catchab1lity of b11lf1 s h 1n t he 
sportfishing areas and the abundance 
1evel of the stock that the ff shery 15 

operating on. 

In t he 1982 s urvey for south ern 
California 296 st r i ped marlin wer~ 
reported c au ght f n 2,660 days 0 
fishing. Thi s i s the equ ivalent of O.ll 
ff sh per day or 8.98 days per f1 sh. 
Catch rates of 0.10 ff sh per day or lO 



days per fish are commonly observed for 
striped marlin fishing fn southern 
California. 

About the southern tip of Baj a 
Ca 11 forn 1 a, Mex1 co, catch rates a re 
considerably higher. In 1982, the catch 
rate for striped marlin, as reported by 
anglers fishing 2,805 days, was 0.78 
ff sh per day or 1.26 days per ff sh. 

In 1983 the total number of 
billfish angler days reported in the 
Pacific and Indo-Pacific Ocean was 
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9,138; the total number of bi 11 f1 sh 
reported caught was 4,069. 

The 1983 billfish angler survey for 
the Pacific Ocean showed a decrease from 
1982 of 831 angler days. The numbers of 
billfish reported decreased from 1982 by 
1,089. The Pacific-wide billfish catch 
rate for 1983 was 0.45 billfish per 
angler day, or 2.25 days per bi 11 fish. 
The catch rate was down from the 1982 
results (0.51 fish/day or 1.96 
days/fish). The catch rates reported by 
anglers for billffsh fishing in 1983 are 
given f n Tab 1 e 1. 

Table 1. Results of the 1983 bill fish angler survey by location, number of 
angler days reported, number of bfllfish caught, catch per unit 
effort in terms of number of bfllffsh per fishing day and number of 
days fishing per fish, and major species reported for the area. For 
comparative purposes 1982 data are given in parentheses<---). 

 

Location 

Angler Bill ff sh Fishing 
fishing No. of per ff sh- days per Major 

days bill fish ing day bfl lff sh species* 

A. Pacific Ocean - areas with 100 or more angler ff sh 1 ng days reported. 

Southern California, 
U.S.A. 

2,696 
(2,660) 

485 
(296) 

0.18 
(0.11) 

5.56 
(8.98) 

SM 
(SM) 

Baja California Sur, 
Mexico (tfp area) 

2,797 
(2,805) 

2,015 
(2,215) 

0.73 
( 0. 7 8) 

1.36 
(1.26) 

SM 
(SM) 

Hawa11, U.S.A. 1,377 
(953) 

392 
(248) 

0.28 
(0.26) 

3.51 
(3.84) 

BLM 
(BLM) 

Austral fa 560 
(662 ) 

353 
(381) 

0.63 
(0 . 57) 

1.53 
(1. 73) 

BKM 
(BKM) 

Panama 178 
(417) 

82 
(554) 

0.46 
C 1.32) 

2.17 
(0.75) 

SF 
(SF) 

New Zealand 

Mazatlan, Mexico 

631 
(297) 

llO 
( 99) 

79 
( 46) 

64 
(63) 

0.13 
(0.1 5) 

0 .58 
(0.64 ) 

7.99 
(6. 45) 

1.72 
( 1. 57) 

SM 
{SM > 

SF 
(SF ) 

Costa Rica 199 
( 196) 

254 
(247) 

l.28 
(1.26) 

o. 76 
(0 .79) 

SF 
(SF) 
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Acapulco, Mexico 100 
( 46) 

87 
(44) 

0.87 1.15 SF 
(0.96) (1.04) (SF ) 

8. Pacific Ocean - areas with 100 or fewer angler fishi ng days reported . 

Manzanillo, Mex i co 75 
( 54) 

45 
(ll ) 

0.60 
(0.20 ) 

1.67 
( 4 . 90) 

SF 
(SF ) 

Guaymas/ Kino , 
Mexico 

67 
( ll2) 

10 
( 5) 

0.15 
(0 . 04) 

6.70 
(22.40) 

SF 
( SF) 

Ecuador 94 
(187) 

88 
( 189) 

0.94 
(1.01) 

1.07 
( o. 99) 

SM 
CSM) 

San Blas, Mexico 18 
C 99) 

9 
(62) 

0.50 
C 0.63) 

2.00 
Cl.59) 

SF 
CSF) 

Puerto Vallarta, Mexico 17 
( 9) 

20 
( 7) 

1.18 
( 0. 7 8) 

0 .85 
(1.28) 

SF 
(SF) 

Guam 34 4 0.12 8.50 SM 

New Gui nea 27 
( 17) 

2 
(4) 

0.07 
(0.24) 

13 .so 
( 4.25 ) 

SF 
(SF ) 

Japan 36 
C 40) 

21 
(17) 

0.58 
(0.42) 

1. 71 
( 2 .3 5) 

SM 
(SM ) 

C. Ot he r areas ( Indian Ocean ) 

Maur i ti us 60 
(39) 

22 
( 8) 

0.37 
(0.20) 

2.73 
(4.87) 

BLM 
<B LM ) 

Kenya 58 
(499) 

35 
(237) 

0.60 
(0 . 53) 

1.66 
(1. 89) 

SF 
(SF) 

United Arab Emirates 54 
Pe r sian Gulf C 138) 

29 
( 103) 

0 . 64 
(0.75) 

1.86 
(1.34) 

SF 
(SF ) 

South Africa 23 
(33) 

6 
(5) 

0.26 
(0 . 15) 

3 .83 
(6.60 ) 

SF 
<BKM ) 

*SM-Striped ma rlin; SF-Sail f i s h; BLM-Blue marlin; BKM-Bla c k marlin. 

Trends in BfJJffsh Catches 

The trend o f angler ca t ch pe r unit 
e f fort (CPUE) 1n term s of bill fish pe r 
day i s depicted below for stripe d marlin 
(Cali fornia, U.S.A., Baja California Sur 
and Mazatlan, Mexico), Pacif1 c sa 11 ff s h 
(Aca pul co , Mazatl an and Baja California 
Sur, Mexi c o ) blue marlin ( Hawaiian 
I s 1 a n d s ) a n d b l a c k m a r 1 f n (Queen s 1 an d , 

Au s tral fa ) . The oc c urrenc e o f t he 
c l 1mati c phe nomena of "El Nif'io" in 1983 
p r obably had an effec t upon the catc h 
rates of b11lfish 1n certain area s o f 
th e Pa c ifi c . Catch rate s f or s t riped 
and blue marlin of f Baja Cali fo r n i a, 
Mex ico, and s triped marl i n off southern 
California we re proba b ly modif ied due to 
c han g e s i n the n o rth e a s t Pa c i fie 
envi ronment. 
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Figure 4. Striped marl in angler CPUE or 
bfllfish faught per angler fishing day. 
Numbers indicate bill fish fishing days 
reported. 

The 1983 catch rate for striped 
marlin caught off Baja California was 
0.47 fish per day which was a decrease 
from the 1982 rate. Blue marlin were 
very common in the fishery in 1983. 
Usually, a few blues are caught in late 
summer and early fall; however in 1983 
blue marl in were common about the tip of 
Baja California starting in the spring 
of 1983. The blue marlin catch rate was 
0.18 fish per day based on 2,797 anglers 
reporting a catch of 500 blue marlin. 
The southern California catch rate for 
striped marlin C0.18 fish/day) increased 
from the 1982 rate and was the highest 
catch rate, surpassing the 1981 rate. 

The catch rate for striped marlin 
at Mazatlan declined at approximately 
the same rate as the catch rat e f or th e 
Baja California fishery. 
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Fi gur e 5 Pacific sailfish angler CPtUE 
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bil lfi s h f ishing days reported. 
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Sa il fish catch rates f 
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Acapulco 0th 
fishing ~reas er important sailfish 
0.5 fish er d such as Panama recorded 
ff h p ay, down sharply from 11 

.s per day recorded in 1982, and Costa Rica recorded 1 3 fi 
slightly from 1982. ,sh per day, up 
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Ff gure 6. Black marl fn angler CPUE fo r 
the Queensland, Australia area, 1969-
1983. Numbers 1ndfcate billfish ffshfng 
days reported. 

The CPUE in 1983 for black marl in 
was s i m f 1 a r to the trend of _CPU E 
observed s'ince 1978--about 0.5 ffsh per 
angler day (0.5 in 1983). After 
considerable fluctuatfon fn the early 
1970's and a downward trend until 1978, 
the catch rate has remained stable from 
1978 to the present . 
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Fig(J're 7. Blue marl fn angler CPUE fo r 
the Hawaffan Islands area, 1969-1983, 
Numbers indicate bfllffsh fishing days 
reported . 

The blue marlin CPUE shown 1n 
Figure 7 reflects a slight increase to 
o.19 fish per day in 1983. Catch rates 
of about 0.2 ff sh per day have been 
common since 1977 and the surveys since 
1980 have s hown sl ight increases fn 
CPUE . 



COOPERATIVE MARINE GAME FISH TAGGING 
PROGRAM--1984 
In the early years of the tagging 

program _major emphasis was placed on 
tagging striped marl fn about the 
southern tip of Baja California, Mexico 
and from the major ports along the west 
coast of Mexf co. Al so, the tagging of 
black marl f n off the coast of 
Queensland, Australia in cooperation 
with Cairns Game Fish Club was an 
important part of the Program. Th f s 
activity fn Australia fs now fully 
supported by the New South Wales 
Fisheries, Sydney, Austral fa and the 
tagging program is directed by Dr. 
Julian Peppe rel 1. The National Marine 
Fisheries Service has supported tagging 
by New Zealand angle·rs by providing 
supplies. This we 11-orga n f zed program 
conducted by the New Zealand Ministry of 
Agriculture and Ff sherfes fs under the 
direction of Mr. Peter Saul in 
Whangaref, New Zealand. 

- Increased emphasis fs now being 
placed on the tagging of strfped marlin 
off southern Calffornfa with the support 
of the National Coalition for Marine 

8 

Conse rvation - Pac i f ic Region, and about 
the Hawaii an Islands fn cooperation with 
the Pacific Gameff s h Foundation. In 
1984, a total of 198 striped marlin were 
tagged off southern California. As a 
result of t he 1982-83 El Nino catches 
increased fn the northwestern sector of 
southern California. 

In 1984 catches were again 
increased in the northwestern sector of 
southern California. However increased 
catches were evident in the more normal 
fishing areas such as around Catalina 
Island. In 1984 a total of 848 
billffsh were reported tagged and 
released, 366 less than the number 
tagged in 1983. Tagging of blue marlin 
increased in 1984; a total of 23 blue 
marlin were reported tagged about the 
Hawaiian Islands. Some of the well-
known charter captains in the Kona area, 
such as Murray Mathews, Jim Hunter, Jeff 
Frey, John Jordan and Randy Parker, 
contributed to the increase in tagging 
of blue marl fn. 

A summary of tag rel eases by area 
and species fn 1984 is listed fn Table 
2. 

Table 2. Sunvnary of releases ,reported in 1984. 

Area Species Releases 

Aust ral fa Black Marlin _lZ 
12 

New Zealand Str i ped Marlin 
Albacore 

10 
4 

Mako Shark 107 
Yellowtafl 16 
Blue Shark 6 
Hammerhead Shark -5. 

148 
Hawai 1 Blue Marlin 23 

Sailfish 
Striped Marlin 
Marl in 

2 
1 

_l 
27 
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Southern California Striped Marlin 
Sailfish 
Marl in sp. 
Blue Marlin 
Broadbill Swordfish 
Mako Shark 
Yel lowta11 
Blue Shark 
Bonito 

188 
1 

10 
1 
1 
2 
1 
4 

_l 
209 

Baja California, Mexico Striped Marlin 
Blue Marlin 
Black Marlin 
Marl in sp. 
Sail f1 sh 
Roosterfish 

280 
58 
3 

49 
95 

1 
1 

Dolphinf1sh 
Hammerhead Shark 

_l 
488 

Mazatlan-Puerto Vallarta Striped Marlin 
_l 

1 

3 

Manzanillo-Acapulco Sailfish 
Striped Marlin 

_l 
4 

1 
Blue Marlin 62 

Costa Rica Sail fish _! 
Black Marlin 67 

_l 
Sa 11 f i sh 1 

Panama 
2 

Ecuador 
Striped Marlin 
Pargo 

_l 
3 

12 
Sailfish 19 

Ot her Areas Striped Marlin 
Blue Marl 1 n 

3 
4 

Black Marlin 1 
Blue Shark 5 
Wahoo 
Thresher Shark 

_l 
45 

------
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Table 3 gives the names of anglers 
and captains who have tagged and 
released two or more marlin off southern 
California in 1984. Names of taggers 
were taken from the computer · after
coding the tag report card. Mr. Dave 
Denholm was the leading tagger off
southern California in 1984 with 11 
billfish credited. This is the second 
year he has tagged and released more 
billfish off southern California than 

 

 

any other angler. Second pl ace f n the 
angler category went to Mike Callan with 
a tie for third between Pat Crosby and 
Bill Lescher, each with 6 marlin tagged 
and released. Captains Joe Mike Lopez 
and Mike Callan were both credited with 
13 marl in tagged and rel eased, which 
resulted in a tie for most billfish 
tagged. Second was Martin Morris and 
following with 7 marlin tagged was Mark 
Bull and Dick Sieminski. 

Table 3. Names of anglers and captains reporting tagging of 2 or more 
striped marlin off southern California in 1984 and number of 
marlin credited. 

Anglers Number Captains Number 

David Denholm 
Mike Callan 
Bill Lescher 
Pat Crosby 
Robbie Bailor 
Don McPherson 
Robert Good (Santa Monica) 
Ron Dixon 
Harry Okuda 
Tim Tennigkeit 
Bob Williams CB.G.) 
Gary Jasper 
Carolyn Jasper 
Sanbo Sakaguch i 
Alan Epstein 
Randy Wood 
Camie Garnie r 
Dick Mullhol land 
Mike Thomas 
Doug Dani el s 
Marshall Hugo 
Jim Si eminski 
Ri ch Johnson 
Jan Hargraves 
Bob Good (Pac. Palisades) 
Steve Levenson 
Bill Woodard 
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7 
6 
6 
4 
4 
4 
4 
3 
3 
3 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
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Mike Callan 
Joe Lopez 
Martin Morris 
D 1c k Si em i n sk i 
Mark Bull 
Ron Dixon 
Joe Houck 
Randy Wood 
Gary Jasper 
Bill Lescher 
Robert Good 
Don McPherson 
Robbie Bailor 
Debbie Dixon 
Dick Spencer 
Ed Martin 
Bill Mccorkell 
Row an Henery 
Te r ry Bl i ss 
Cami Ga rn ier 
J im Bridges 
Jerry Lewis 
Marie Johnson 
Ronald Haworth 
Cra 1 g Gilbert 
Marshall Morgan 
Kay Mull hol land 
Lynn Jasper 

13 
13 

8 
7 
7 
6 
6 
6 
6 
5 
5 
4 
3 
3 
3 
3 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 



Tag Recoveries in 1983--Pacfffc area 
A total of 9 bi 11 fish tags were 

returned to the Southwest Fisheries 
Center in calendar year 1984. This is a 
decrease from the 21 1 n 1983 • A 1 l 
b1llf1sh tag recoveries were from 
striped marlin. One of the longer 
recoveries was from a striped marlin 
tagged and rel eased by Richard Barrett 
near Santa Rosa island in September 1983 
and recovered by the Hawaiian longliner 
"Typhoon" (Jim Carson) east of Maui in 
June 1984. 

Information on the long distance 
recovery of a marl in was received from 
Japan early 1n 1985. A 130 pound black 
marlin was tagged and released off Cabo 
San Lucas fn January 1983 by J.P. 
Carl ier of Paris, France. This marl in 
was recaptured by a Japanese longl iner 
No. 10 Kinnei-Maru 613 miles northeast 
of New Zeal and f n September 1984. This 

11 

marlin traveled (straight-line distance) 
about 5,670 nautical miles in its 
migration from the northern hemisphere 
to the southern hemisphere and across 
the Pacific Ocean and 1s the longest 
distance on record traveled by a tagged 
billfish. Details of this recovery will 
appear in the 1986 Newsletter. 

Tag recovery information for New 
Zealand tagging is maintained by Mr. 
Peter Saul of the New Zeal and Ministry 
of Agriculture and Fisheries, Whangarei, 
New Zealand and if you have any specific 
questions on the Ministry of Agriculture 
and Fisheries tagging program I suggest 
you contact Peter Saul. This program is 
growing and tags are befng distributed 
by NZMAF for tagging other than 
bill fish. 

Table 4 lists billfish recoveries 
reported during the calendar year of 
1984. 

Table 4. Billfish and other species having recoveries reported during 1984. 

Species/Location 
of tagging 

Tagged by 
Angler/Captain 

Date 
Day/Mo./Yr, 

Recovered 
by 

Date 
Day/Mo./Yr. Location 

Days 
Released 

Strl11~!l M~rlln 
(384) 3 miles off Fred Junn 24 Feb. 1984 Peter Albonico 12 Mar . 1984 
Bahia de Palmas, Sun Vall ey, ID . Willow Creek, 
B.C.S., Mexico Mart in Flol, CA. 

Ca ptain 

Same Area 381 

Mary J. Welch 25 Mar. 1984 C.D. Ol sen 21 Apr. 1984 (387 ) Off Cabe 
Fullerton, CA. San Diego , CA. San Lucas , 

B.C.S . , Mexico K.L. L lttle, 
Captain 

Jaime Bank 27 
B.C.S . , Mexico 

Unknown Jorge Lucero 22 Feb. 1984 (389) Buena Vista 
B.C.S., !J.exico 

Off Buena 
Vi sta, B.C.S. , 
Mexico 

John Bab lcr 15 Apr. 1983 Angler - Apr. 1984 (391) Off Buena 
Matl tomedl, 1-tl. <Unknown) Vista, B.C.S. , 

Mexico 

Off Cabe San 365 
Lucas , B.C.S., 
Mexico 

12 miles SE Richard Barrett 21 Sep. 1983 Captain 3 Jun. 1984 (394 ) Newport Beach, CA. Jim Carson Santa Rosa Isla nd , 
Craig Oliver, "Typhpon" CA . Capta in 

60 miles East 262 
of ~laul, HI. 

B 111 Lescher 23 Sep . 1983 Debbe Dixon 16 Aug. 1984 (395) 18 miles, 
Seal Beach, CA . So. Laguna, CA. 110• Ford Point Ron Dixon, Mike Callan, Sant a Rosa Island, Captain Captain CA . 

2 Sep. 1984 Michael F amengo Bob Shaver 4 Sep . 1984 , 396 , Santa Barbara San Pedro, CA . Tom Shaver, Isl and , CA. Capta 1n 

6 mil es, 185" 327 
West End 
Catal ln4 
Island, CA . 

10 ml les SE 2 
Anacapa Island, 
CA. 
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Mark Fabian 29 Feb. 1984 Off Buena 250(398) 10 miles N. Stan Jones 24 Jun . 1984 
San Francisco, Vista, B.C . S. , off Punta Colorada, Santa Ana, CA. MexicoCA.B.C.S., Mexico Craig Gilbert 

Captain 
Hanno Wigand 8 Mar. 1984 Off Cabo San 119(399) Off Cabo San Bob Browand 9 Nov. 1983 
La Pine, OR. Lucas, B.C . S.,Lucas, B.C .S., San Diego, CA. MexicoMexico Roberto, Captain 

Yellowf1n Tuna 
(388) 235° 12NM Richard Johnson 24 Aug. 1983 M/V~ 13 Jul. 1984 28"33 1N 323 

Mexico 
San Diego, CA. CA.
Point Loma, Rancho Santa Fe, Ensenada, 115•37 •w 

Richard Johnson 26 Oct. 1983 M/V lil2r.ta. 1:1. 7 Jul. 1984 28" 24(392) 14NM 190° 
Point Loma, Rancho Santa Fe, Ensenada, Mexico 115°56 1 \11 

San Diego, CA. CA. 

(393) 19NM 215" Richard Johnson 22 Sep. 1983 J. Gonzales 5 Jun. 1984 23°55 1N 256 
Point Loma, Rancho Santa Fe, Ensenada, 113• 53 •w 
San Diego, CA. CA. Mexico 

Sk1p1ack 
(385) 13NM 250" Richard Johnson 15 Aug. 1983 M/V Barbara hnn 31 May 1984 Off Cape San 289 
Point Loma, Rancho Santa Fe, Wilmington, CA. Lazaro, B.C.S., 
San Diego, CA. CA. Mexico 

Blue Shark 
(400) - Unknown Berel Shimbare 24 Mar. 1984 6 miles West 

Los Angeles, CA. of Manhattan 
Reported by Beach, CA. 
8111 Beebe 
Santa Monica, CA. 

Qtb.er. Some of the tag recoveries for New Zea 1 and a re sent to this 1aboratory, others directly to the 
Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries, New Zealand Cc/o Peter Saul). The New Zealand recoveries 
sent to La Jolla are listed as follows: 

Mako Shark 
(386) Of f Cape L. Truman 22 Feb. 1983 Richard Bue.nett 18 Jul. 1984 12 Miles E. of 511 
Kidnappers, N.Z. Taradale, N.Z. Hastings, N.Z . Postland Island 

(397) Unknown P.A.D. M111er 23 Sep. 1984 E. of Mau r itius -
Cusepipe,
Mauritius 

C40ll Of f Cape Grahame Ashley 19 Mar. 1984 Shotoku Maru 27 Sep. 1984 33•20 1s 153 
Kan karl, N.Z. Ta up lr l , N.Z. #18, 174"151E 

L.G. Ross, Ca ptai n Japan 

C 402) Off Caval li Allan Jones 25 Apr. 1984 Kamishiro Maru 14 Sep. 1984 31"40 1S 142 
172"30 1EIsland, N.Z . Tokl rima, N.Z. #58, 

L.G. Ross, Captain Masashi Hamada, 
Capta i n 

Yel)owta11 CS. Grand1sl 

(390) 8 mil es SW Jason Ca rte r 26 Apr. 1984 J.P. Jones 22 May 1984 Off White 26 
I sl and, N. Z.of Whi te I sl and, Whakatane , N.Z . Oho pe , N. Z. 

N.Z . R. Po llock , Captain 

https://lil2r.ta
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In 1985 we Will 

number of tags ava have a 1 i mited 1 striped and blue marl~abl: for tagging
Baja California M ni a out the tip of
h co pl tave tags available , ex t • We an o 
Vista and Spa Buena Yi;t Rancho Buena
locations h ___ a_. These two 

ave a long re dsupporting th t cor of
encouraging a el agging program by

ng ers to tag and rel ease 
b111 ff sh. A high percentage of b111 f1 sh 
releases in Baja California have been 
from ~hese two locations. These two 
locat1 ens and the tagging by U.S. boats 
fishing about the tip of Baja California 
are the major taggf ng groups. 

Billfish tags will be available for 
the southern California season at the 
following locations: 

San Diego: 

The Marlin Club (San Diego Bay)
Mission Bay Marlin Club (Mission Bay) 

Newport/Balboa: 

Balboa Angling Club (Newport Beach)
Bisbee's (Balboa Island) 

Cat al i na Island, Avalon, CA. 

Cat alina Seafood (Rose Cadman), 
Avalon Pier 

The Tuna Club (Avalon) 

Channel Isl ands Area: 

Harbor Bait &Tackle, Ventura, CA. 

For tags in the Hawaiian area and 
the cent ra 1 and western ;ac1 :1: tar;:; 
contact Dr. Chuck Dax o~c at Kailua 
Pacific Gamef1sh Foun:;;i~l89). The 
Kona, Hawa11 (P.O. Foundation is 
Pacific Gamet\fs~aggfng of billfish 
cooperating in ° 
in the mid-Pacfffc area. 

foundation Awards,
Gardfner again make111Oakland, Calffornfa,d: to the Mexi can 

plaque and cash awa~ and release the 
ff shing captains who t aihe tip of Baja 
most bil 1fish abo~ Antonio Vargas of 
Cal i fo rnia. Ca pta1 n 

Hotel Rancho Buena Vista was the winner 
in 1984. The 1984 Gardiner Foundation 
awards will probably be made in Baja
California in June 1985. 

NOTE: A. This Newsletter is sent to 
individuals who: 1. have recently
tagged and released billfish and other 
oceanic species 2. have submitted the 
angler survey form during the past year,
and 3. request copies. 

B. United States Government 
Regulations require an annual revision 
of our mailing list for this report. If · 
you wish to receive the 1986 B1JJf1sh 
~~sletter, return the Angler Survey
Card with your name, current address,
and z i p code, 1f app1 i cab 1e, to the 
Southwest Fisheries Center. 

1. If you did not fish for billfish in 
1984 and wish to continue to receive 
this Newsletter, indicate on the 
Billfish Angler Survey form "no 
billfish fishing," PRINT your name and 
address and return the form; you name 
will be retained on the mailing list. 

2. Those individuals who report
billfish fishing in 1984 by returning
the Billfish Angler Survey form will be 
automatically retained on the mailing
11st. 

3. Individuals repor t ing tagging an d 
re l eas in g fi sh i n 1985 will be placed 
on the mai l ing l i st for this Newslett er 
for the year following t agg i ng . 

Again, thank you for your
cooperation and interest in the billfish 
angler 

cs,.L.s;~
survey and tagging program. 

Sincerely, • (

James L. Squire, Jr. 
Fishery Biologist (Research ) 
U.S. Department of Comme rce 
NOAA, NMFS 
Southwest Fisheries Center 
P.O. Box 271 
La Jolla, Cal 1forn1a 92038 
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