
SEA TUKTLES AND DEBRIS; INGESTION AND ENTANGLEMENT - -- - 
The impact o f  ocean d e b r i s  on marine t u r t l e s  was one of t h e  many t o p i c s  

d i s c u s s e d  a t  t h e  recent "Workshop on t h e  F a t e  and Impact of  Marine Debr is"  
(Honolulu,  Hawaii, 26-29 November 1984) .  Shor t  o f  s e v e r e l y  c u r t a i l i n g  t h e  
ocean dumping o f  a l l  p l a s t i c s ,  f i s h i n g  gea r  and o t h e r  m a t e r i a l ,  t h e r e  i s  
probably no t  much t h a t  c a n  be done t o  l e s s e n  t h e  adve r se  e f f e c t s  o f  man-made 
d e b r i s  on s e a  t u r t l e s .  T h e r e  a r e ,  however, a number o f  immediate a c t i v i t i e s  
t h a t  could  be undertaken t o  improve our  unde r s t and ing  of t h e  n a t u r e  o f  t h e  
impact.  The  fo l lowing  recommendations were made a t  t h e  workshop: 
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1. There should  be  g r e a t e r  e f f o r t s  worldwide t o  r eco rd  s t r a n d e d  
t u r t l e s  and conduct  n e c r o p s i e s  aimed a t  documenting d e b r i s  inges-  
t i o n  and entanglement .  
2. S t u d i e s  should  be conducted t h a t  i n v o l v e  t h e  c o n t r o l l e d  feed- 
i n g  of p l a s t i c s  and o t h e r  d e b r i s  t o  t u r t l e s  i n  c a p t i v i t y  i n  o r d e r  
t o  g a i n  d e f i n i t e  i n fo rma t ion  on i n t e s t i n a l  o b s t r u c t i o n ,  absorb-  
t i o n  of p l a s t i c i z e r s ,  and f eed ing  behavior .  
3. F i e l d  s t u d i e s  aimed a t  e l u c i d a t i n g  t h e  p e l a g i c  l i f e  o f  sea 
t u r t l e s  a long  d r i f t  l i n e s  should  be under taken  n o r t h  of  t h e  
Hawaiian i s l a n d s  i n  t h e  P a c i f i c .  
4. A more thorough assessment  should  be  made of  sea t u r t l e  i n t e r -  
a c t i o n  wi th  j e t t i s o n e d  by-catch from shrimp t r a w l e r s  and o t h e r  
f i s h e r i e s .  

Based on a n  e x t e n s i v e  l i t e r a t u r e  review and p e r s o n a l  communication w i t h  
o t h e r  r e s e a r c h e r s ,  I t a b u l a t e d  64  cases of  i n g e s t i o n  ana 55 i n c i d e n t s  o f  
en tanglement ,  many of which involved  more than  one t u r t l e .  I n  a cont inued  
e f f o r t  t o  ma in ta in  a f i l e  on sea t u r t l e s  i n g e s t i n g  o r  becoming en tang led  i n  
marine d e b r i s ,  1 would g r e a t l y  a p p r e c i a t e  r e c e i v i n g  r e p o r t s  ( o l d  o r  new) o f  
any  such  occur rences  a t  t h e  a d d r e s s  below. 
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