
BROWN ROCKFISH 

History of the Fishery 
Thcrc is no rcgular monitoring ofcomrncrcial landings of 

brown rockfish (&bodes ouncu/o[us): howwcr, oaasiond 
Iargc catchcs of brown rockfish do occur. In thc San Francism 
Bay arca. frcshly caught whole fish arc in dcmand for salc in 
oricntal rcstaurants. 

Thc bro\vn rockfish rccrcational catch from 1979 to 1986 
avcragcd 296.000 pounds, or two to four pcrccnt of thc total 
r c s d o n a l  rocNish catch in CaliTornia. Nonhcrn and soulhcm 
California catchcs arc almost cqual. In thc Pugct Sound a r m  
brown rockfish arc a major portion of thc m a t i o n a l  catch. 

Status of Biological Knowledge 
Brolvn rockfish somctirncs callcd bolina rockfish, rangc 

from southcastern Alaska to antral  Baja California. Thcy arc 
uidcly distnbutcd in shallow \\aten and bays, but have bccn 
takcn todcpths of420 fcct. Subadultsarc strongly residcntial to 
thcir hornc sitcs and oficn occur nCar piers and rocky points. 

Both malc and fcmalc brown rockfish bcgin maturing at 
about thrcc ycars old at which time thcy arc around 10 incha 
long. Half of thcsc arc mature at five years old, whcn t h q  arc 

about 12 inches long, and all are mature by age ten, when they 
are about 15 inches long. A 12-inch female will have approxi- 
mately 42,500 eggs, a 15-inch female 76,600 eggs, and an 18- 
inch female 266,000 eggs. Maximum adult size is 22 inches. 

Brown rockrsh, Sebcastes auriculoruc. 

Brown rockfsh, as do all rockfish, bcar thcir young live. 
Fcmalcs release larvae into the pclagic environmcnt during 
Dccembcr and January, and may do so again during May and 
June. The lanac rcmain in the pclagic environment until they 
transform intojuvcnilcs, a h w h i c h  thcy entcr benthic habitats 
ncar shorc. Bcnthic jwcnilcs arc known to inhabit shallow 
wdtcr habitats, oflcn in bays, and to migrate to deeper waters as 
thcy grow oldcr. 

Brown rockfish fccd on progrcssivcly larger prcy as thcy 
grow. During hcir  carly bcnthic stagc, jwcnilcs fccd on small 
c rus tam.  amphipods, and copepods, but when they grow to 
around5incho.shiRtorrabsandsmailfi.sh.Adultbr~~h 
(gratcr than 12 inchcs) fml on largcr fish, shrimps and crabs. 

Little is known about predation on brown rockfish, but 
probably it is similar to predation on other rockfish species. 
Presumably, they espcrience the most predation during their 
pclagic larval and jmcnile stages, and less prcdation as thcy 
grow largcr. Probablyadultsarconlyoccasionallytakcnasprcy. 

Status of Population 
Without rcgular monitoring of catch data, thcrc is no way 

to a s s  thc brown rockfish population size. Currently, thcrc 
arc no indications of nrcss on thcsc populations. 

Pctcr B. Adam 
National Marine Fishcria Scrvice 
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